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According to the Central Bank's statistical bulletin released Feb. 9 in Quito, the 1990 trade surplus
totaled $1.012 billion, a five-year high. The 1989 trade surplus was $661 million. In 1986, the surplus
was $543 million, plummeting to a negative $33 million in 1987. The decline was caused in large
part by a seven-month suspension of oil exports, the outcome of the March 1987 earthquake which
destroyed Ecuador's trans- national oil pipeline. In 1988, the trade surplus totaled $619 million. Over
the past decade, the 1990 surplus was comparable only to 1984 and 1985 figures, $1.054 and $1.294
billion, respectively. Export revenues in 1990 totaled $2.772 billion, compared to $2.353 billion in
1989. Oil exports last year brought in $1.032 billion. Banana exports rose from $369.5 million in 1989
to $467.9 million last year; shrimp, from $328.2 to $340.2 million; coffee, $142 to $104 million; and
cocoa, $55.5 to $74.6 million. (Basic data from AFP, 02/06/91)
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